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Appellant Sally Marques seeks review of a November 6, 2002, decision issued by the
Superintendent, Eastern Nevada Field Office, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), concerning the
Shoshone blood quantum of Sadie McQueen.  For the reasons discussed below, the Board 
dockets this appeal, dismisses it for lack of jurisdiction, and refers it to the Western Regional
Director, BIA.

Appeals concerning Indian blood quantum determinations are governed by 25 C.F.R. 
Part 62.  See 25 C.F.R. § 62.4(a)(5).  Under Part 62, a decision issued by a BIA Superintendent
is appealable to the BIA Regional Director with authority over that Superintendent.  The
Regional Director may issue a decision which is final for the Department of the Interior or may
refer the matter to the Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs.  25 C.F.R. § 62.10(a).  The Board 
has no role in appeals concerning Indian blood quantum determinations.  

In appealing to the Board, Appellant followed the instructions given in the
Superintendent’s decision.  Because the Superintendent provided incorrect appeal instructions, 
the Board refers this appeal to the Regional Director and directs the Regional Director to
consider the appeal to have been timely filed, regardless of whether it is actually timely when 
it reaches him.  See 25 C.F.R. § 2.13(c).

Pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the Secretary of 
the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, this appeal is docketed, dismissed for lack of jurisdiction, and
referred to the Western Regional Director, BIA.
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