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 Anita Onco Johnson (Appellant), as spokesperson for petitioning tribal members, 

appealed to the Board of Indian Appeals (Board) from a May 20, 2015, decision of the 

Acting Southern Plains Regional Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), not to process a 

petition for a Secretarial Election for the Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma for the purpose of 

adopting a new constitution pursuant to 25 C.F.R. Part 82.   

 

After ordering supplemental briefing on why this appeal should not be dismissed for 

lack of jurisdiction, and considering the parties’ responses, we dismiss the appeal.  In our 

order of June 24, 2016, we noted that 25 C.F.R. § 82.10(b) (2014) states that a 

determination by the appropriate BIA official of whether a petition warrants action by the 

Secretary “shall be final.”  And we explained that the Board had previously interpreted this 

section as removing the Board from the review process for decisions issued under Part 82.   

See Johnson v. Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary – Indian Affairs, 42 IBIA 216 

(2006); Split Family Support Group v. Northwest Regional Director, 36 IBIA 5 (2001).  The 

parties concur with the Board’s interpretation of this provision, and we apply it here as well.   

 

Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the 

Secretary of the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, the Board dismisses the appeal for lack of 

jurisdiction. 

 

       I concur:   
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Robert E. Hall     Thomas Blaser 

Administrative Judge     Administrative Judge 
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