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 The Modoc Tribe of Oklahoma (Appellant) appealed to the Board of Indian Appeals 

(Board) from a November 30, 2015, decision (Decision) of the Eastern Oklahoma 

Regional Director (Regional Director), Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), declining to 

approve a request for acquisition of excess Government aircraft under the Indian Self-

Determination and Education Assistance Act.   

 

 During the time for filing answer briefs, on June 13, 2016, the Board received a 

motion from the Regional Director to have the matter remanded for reconsideration of the 

Decision.  On July 6, 2016, the Board received a response from Appellant in support of the 

Regional Director’s motion and requesting that the Board impose a deadline for issuance of 

a new decision.  The Board grants the Regional Director’s motion, vacates the Decision, 

and remands the matter for further consideration and issuance of a new decision.  See 

Enapay Alliance LLC v. Acting Eastern Oklahoma Regional Director, 58 IBIA 107, 108 

(2013) (recognizing that a BIA official has a “broad right” to seek such a remand).  The 

Board denies Appellant’s request that we impose a deadline for the Regional Director to 

issue a new decision.  If Appellant believes that a new decision is unreasonably delayed, 

Appellant is referred to the procedures and requirements in 25 C.F.R. § 2.8 for appealing 

alleged inaction. 

 

 Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the 

Secretary of the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, the Board vacates the Decision and remands the 

matter to the Regional Director for further consideration of the matter, including the 

arguments and issues raised in this appeal, and issuance of a new decision. 

 

       I concur:   

 

 // original signed                    //original signed      

Thomas A. Blaser     Steven K. Linscheid 

Administrative Judge     Chief Administrative Judge 
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