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 Claudina Downing (Appellant) appealed to the Board of Indian Appeals (Board) from 

an Order Denying Reopening entered on June 17, 2015, by Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) 

Larry M. Donovan in the estate of Appellant’s father, Howard Snake (Decedent), deceased 

Omaha Indian, Probate No. P000110634IP.
1

  The ALJ denied a petition for reopening filed 

by the Winnebago Agency Superintendent (Superintendent), Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), 

who apparently sought to have the ALJ address a September 16, 2014, letter from Appellant, 

in which Appellant asserted that Decedent had a will.   

 

 On receipt of the appeal, the Board ordered Appellant to complete service of her appeal 

on the ALJ and interested parties, as required by 43 C.F.R. §§ 4.310(b) and 4.323, and to 

notify the Board that she had done so.  The Board set a deadline of August 12, 2015, for 

Appellant to comply with the Board’s order, and advised Appellant that if she failed to comply 

with or respond to the Board’s order, her appeal might be dismissed without further notice. 

 

 The U.S. Postal Service’s Track-and-Confirm service on its website indicates that 

Appellant received the Board’s order on August 1, 2015.  The Board has received no response 

from Appellant. 

 

 

 

 

                                            

1

 In the original probate Decision entered on July 31, 2014, the ALJ concluded that Decedent 

died intestate (i.e., without a will), and ordered that Decedent’s trust estate be distributed in 

equal shares to Appellant and the estate of Decedent’s other daughter, Gladys Valerie Duvall. 
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 Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the 

Secretary of the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, the Board dockets but dismisses this appeal for 

failure to prosecute.
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       I concur:   

 

 

 

 

 // original signed                    //original signed      

Thomas A. Blaser     Steven K. Linscheid 

Administrative Judge     Chief Administrative Judge 
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 One day prior to mailing her notice of appeal to the Board, Appellant submitted to the ALJ 

what appears to be a copy of a will executed by Decedent.  The ALJ’s office forwarded the 

submission to the Board in connection with the appeal.  The Board refers Appellant’s 

submission back to the ALJ for consideration and action, as appropriate. 
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