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Irene House Reed, Fannie House Plenty, Ruth House Alden, Mary House Iron, 

Vera Ann House White Clay, Ross Pretty on Top, and Franklin R. House (collectively, 

Appellants) appealed to the Board of Indian Appeals (Board) from an Order Reopening 

Estate and Clarifying Decision (Reopening Order) entered on August 28, 2013, by Indian 

Probate Judge (IPJ) Albert C. Jones in the estate of Mae House (Decedent).
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  On receipt of 

the appeal, the Board ordered Appellants to complete service of their appeal on the 

interested parties, as required by 43 C.F.R. §§ 4.310(b) and 4.323, and to notify the Board 

that they had done so. 

 

The Board set a deadline of November 25, 2013, for Appellants to comply with the 

Board’s order, and advised Appellants that if they failed to comply with or respond to the 

Board’s order, their appeal might be dismissed without further notice.   

 

The U.S. Postal Service’s Track-and-Confirm service on its website indicates that 

each Appellant received the Board’s order during either October or November, 2013.
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 Decedent was a Crow Indian.  Her probate is assigned Probate No. P000062475IP in the 

Department of the Interior’s probate tracking system, ProTrac.  The Reopening Order 

reopened Decedent’s probate case and clarified the IPJ’s June 30, 2008, Decision, which 

distributed Decedent’s estate pursuant to her February 9, 1996, will.  In the Reopening 

Order, the IPJ concluded that when Decedent devised “all” of her interests in specific 

allotments to designated individuals, she intended to convey both the surface and mineral 

interests in those allotments, and when in subsequent paragraphs she devised “all” of her 

mineral interests, she intended to convey all of her mineral interests not previously 

conveyed.    
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 Specifically, Alden and Pretty on Top received the Board’s order on October 28, Reed and 

White Clay received the Board’s order on October 29, Plenty and Franklin received the 

Board’s order on October 30, and Iron received the Board’s order on November 13. 
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  The Board has received no response from Appellants. 

 

 Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the 

Secretary of the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, the Board dockets but dismisses this appeal for 

failure to prosecute.  

 

       I concur:   

 

 

 

 

 // original signed                    //original signed      

Steven K. Linscheid      Thomas A. Blaser 

Chief Administrative Judge     Administrative Judge 
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