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On December 13, 2013, the Board of Indian Appeals (Board) received a Petition for 

Reopening from the Acting Fort Hall Agency Superintendent (Superintendent), Bureau of 

Indian Affairs (BIA).  The Superintendent seeks to reopen the probate case for the estate of 

Michael Lawrence Study (Decedent),
1

 following his July 22, 2013, decision to resolve a 

challenge to Decedent’s estate inventory.
2

   

 

The Board’s jurisdiction is limited by regulation, see 43 C.F.R. § 4.320, and does not 

include original jurisdiction to reopen an estate.  Estate of Phillip Whiteclay, Jr., 57 IBIA 53, 

53 (2013); Estate of Douglas Glenmore, 57 IBIA 52, 52 (2013).   

 

  

                                            

1

 Decedent, who was also known as Michael Lawrence Steady, was a Shoshone-Bannock 

Indian, and his probate was assigned No. P00007047IP in the Department of the Interior’s 

probate tracking system, ProTrac.  

2

 In Estate of Michael Lawrence Study, 51 IBIA 227, 230-31 (2010), pursuant to 43 C.F.R. 

§ 30.128, the Board referred the inventory challenge, by Roslyn Study (Study), to BIA for 

a decision.  Study contended that a two-acre parcel from Fort Hall Allotment No. 1610, 

identified as Parcel 1610-H, should not be included in the estate inventory because 

Decedent intended to transfer this property to her.  The Superintendent rejected Study’s 

contention and concluded that Decedent’s fractional interest in Parcel 1610-H should be 

included in the estate inventory.  In referring the dispute to BIA, we noted that it was 

unclear whether or not BIA had included the property in the inventory for Decedent’s 

estate.  51 IBIA at 229. 
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Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the 

Secretary of the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, the Board dockets but dismisses this appeal, and 

refers the Superintendent’s Petition for Reopening to the Probate Hearings Division. 

 

       I concur:   
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Thomas A. Blaser     Steven K. Linscheid 

Administrative Judge     Chief Administrative Judge 
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