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 Steven J. Hilton (Appellant) appealed to the Board of Indian Appeals (Board) from 

a February 8, 2013, decision of the Northwest Regional Director (Regional Director), 

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), dismissing as premature an appeal by Appellant regarding 

alleged inaction of BIA’s Umatilla Agency Superintendent (Superintendent).
1

   

 

On receipt of the appeal, the Board ordered Appellant to complete service of his 

appeal on the interested parties, as required by 43 C.F.R. §§ 4.310(b) and 4.332(a), and to 

notify the Board that he had done so.  The Board set a deadline of April 26, 2013, for 

Appellant to comply with the Board’s order and advised Appellant that if he failed to 

comply or to respond to the Board’s order, his appeal might be dismissed without further 

notice. 

 

The U.S. Postal Service’s Track-and-Confirm service on its website indicates that 

Appellant received the Board’s order on April 1, 2013. 

  

 The Board has received no response from Appellant. 

                                            

1

 The Regional Director concluded that Appellant had failed to comply with the procedural 

requirements of 25 C.F.R. § 2.8 (appeal from inaction of official).  The underlying dispute 

apparently arose after the Superintendent served Appellant with a notice of trespass for his 

occupancy of premises on Allotment UM76 on the Umatilla Reservation, and ordered him 

to vacate the property.  Appellant’s § 2.8 appeal to the Regional Director involved certain 

requests from Appellant to the Superintendent for information or assistance related to 

obtaining landowner consent for a lease.   
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 Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the 

Secretary of the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, the Board dockets but dismisses this appeal for 

failure to prosecute. 

 

       I concur:   

 

 

 

 

 // original signed                    //original signed      

Steven K. Linscheid      Thomas A. Blaser 

Chief Administrative Judge     Administrative Judge 
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