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 On November 23, 2012, the Board of Indian Appeals (Board) received a notice of 

appeal from Norma Skenandore Primeau (Appellant), pro se.  Appellant seeks review of an 

Order Allowing Reopening and Modifying Estate (Reopening Order) entered on       

October 31, 2012, by Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Richard J. Hough in the estate of 

Appellant’s mother, Delores Skenandore (Decedent), deceased Wisconsin Oneida, Probate 

No. P000066847IP.
1

  The Reopening Order reopened Decedent’s estate in order to 

distribute it pursuant to the terms of Decedent’s August 7, 2001, will.   

 

 Relevant to this appeal, the will included a specific devise to Appellant of Decedent’s 

“residence, and the real estate upon which it is located, at [address].”  Last Will and 

Testament of Delores C. Skenandore, ¶ 4(c) (excerpt attached to Notice of Appeal).  The 

will also contained a residuary clause for any portion of Decedent’s estate that was not 

distributed elsewhere in the will.  Appellant contends that the Reopening Order mistakenly 

applied the residuary clause to the property specifically devised to her, which she contends is 

trust property.
2

  Appellant also contends that Decedent became the sole owner of that 

property after the death of Decedent’s spouse, and that the Reopening Order incorrectly 

stated that Decedent only owned a ½ interest in the property.   

 

                                            

1

 Decedent was also known as Delores Cornelius. 

2

 The Reopening Order stated that the real property on which the residence is located is not 

under the jurisdiction of the Department of the Interior, and decreed that “all” of 

Decedent’s trust real property interests on the Oneida Reservation be distributed pursuant 

to the residuary clause.  It is unclear whether Decedent owned real property other than that 

on which the residence is located. 
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 After the appeal was filed, the Board received a communication from the Probate 

Hearings Division indicating that it may be appropriate to permit the ALJ to consider and 

address, in the first instance, the issues and contentions raised in the notice of appeal.  Thus, 

in order to restore jurisdiction over the case to the ALJ, the Board will vacate the 

Reopening Order and remand the matter.   

 

 Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the 

Secretary of the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, the Board dockets this appeal, vacates the 

Reopening Order, and remands the case to the Probate Hearings Division for further 

reopening proceedings and consideration of the issues raised by Appellant. 

 

       I concur:   
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Steven K. Linscheid      Debora G. Luther 
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