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On March 1, 2010, the Board of Indian Appeals (Board) received a “Request for
your Action by the Petition Carriers,” filed by Duane Wasson and Mitchell Tobey
(Appellants). Appellants characterize their request as relating to a presentation made by
them to the Pyramid Lake Tribal Council at a special meeting held on February 19, 2010.
Appellants ask for the Board’s review and action regarding their allegations that the Tribal
Council did not follow Federal laws and the Tribe’s Constitution and By-Laws. The
dispute relates to petitions to remove the Tribe’s Chairman and Vice-Chairman. We docket
the request as an appeal, but dismiss it for lack of jurisdiction because the Board does not
have authority to review appeals from action or inaction of tribal officials.

It is well-established that the Board lacks jurisdiction to consider appeals from action
or inaction of Indian tribal ofticials. See In e Ute Tribal Water Compact, 50 IBIA 250
(2009); Sharp v. Oglala Sioux Tribal Allocation Committee, 46 IBIA 25, 26 (2007);
Schmatges v. Skull Valley Band of Goshute Indians of Utah, 41 IBIA 138 (2005). Because
Appellants’ request secks action by, and apparently relief from, the Board against the Tribal
Council, the request is outside the Board’s jurisdiction.

Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the
Secretary of the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, the Board dockets this appeal but dismisses it for
lack of jurisdiction.

I concur:
// original signed // original signed
Steven K. Linscheid Sara B. Greenberg
Chiet Administrative Judge Administrative Judge*

*Interior Board of Land Appeals, sitting by designation.
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