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The Thlopthlocco Tribal Town, Oklahoma (Tribe) appealed from a March 9, 2004,
decision of the Eastern Oklahoma Regional Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs (Regional
Director). The Regional Director’s decision denied a November 19, 2003, request from the
Tribe to release $100,000 from an escrow account of oil and gas production royalties from
tribal trust lands. The Tribe intended to use the funds to pay off a U.S. Department of
Agriculture loan for a land purchase, and for related expenses.

On November 4, 2004, the Board of Indian Appeals (Board) received a Notice of
Dismissal of Appeal from the Tribe. The Tribe states that it has a similar request currently
pending before the Regional Director, on matters similar to this appeal, and that in order “[t]o
facilitate and encourage voluntary resolution of the pending and related issues,” the Tribe seeks
dismissal of this appeal “without prejudice to filing a separate Appeal on similar and related
requests.” (Notice of Dismissal of Appeal at 1.) The Board grants the Tribe’s request.

Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the
Secretary of the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, the Board dismisses this appeal. 1/

// original signed // original signed
Steven K. Linscheid Colette J. Winston
Chief Administrative Judge Administrative Judge

1/ The dismissal is, of course, “with prejudice” to the extent that it does preclude the Tribe
from re-filing its appeal from the Regional Director’s March 9, 2004, decision, but it is without
prejudice to the Tribe's ability to file a new and separate appeal from a new decision involving
the same or similar underlying issues.
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