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This is an appeal from a September 5, 1996, decision of the Acting Aberdeen Area
Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs, declining to fund a FY 1996 Indian Child Welfare Act grant
application.

The Board docketed this appeal on November 20, 1996. After the notice of docketing
was mailed, the Board received a letter from the Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs, asking the
Board to vacate the Area Director's decision and refer this matter to her for appropriate action.

In accordance with the Assistant Secretary's request, and pursuant to the authority
delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the Secretary of the Interior, 43 CFR 4.1, the
Acting Aberdeen Area Director's September 5, 1996, decision is vacated, and this appeal is
referred to the Assistant Secretary for exercise of her discretionary authority.
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