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  In addition, the Board noted that Appellant did not claim the Board’s November 271

order, which was sent to her by certified mail and which was returned to the Board marked

“unclaimed.”  Upon its return, the November 27 order was re-delivered to Appellant by

regular, first class mail.  With the exception of the November 27 order sent by certified

mail, none of the Board’s orders have been returned to the Board. 
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Appellant Gertrude Rabena appealed to the Board of Indian Appeals (Board) from a

September 11, 2007, decision of the Northwest Regional Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs

(Regional Director).  The Regional Director upheld Operation and Maintenance Bills 

No. 2007000002494, 2495, and 2496, issued by the Wapato Irrigation Project to

Appellant.  The Board dockets this appeal, but dismisses it for failure to prosecute.  

On January 24, 2008, the Board issued an order requiring Appellant, on or before

February 8, 2008, to advise the Board whether she wished to pursue her appeal in light of

her failure to respond to two previous orders from the Board, which were dated 

October 12, 2007, and November 27, 2007.   Both the October 12 and November 271

orders advised Appellant that failure to respond may result in summary dismissal of her

appeal; the January 24 order advised Appellant that if she did not respond, “the Board will

dismiss this case.”   

The Board has not received a response to its January 24, 2008, order. 
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Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the

Secretary of the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, the Board dockets this appeal, but dismisses it for

failure to prosecute.

I concur:  

       // original signed                                      // original signed                            

Debora G. Luther  Steven K. Linscheid

Administrative Judge  Chief Administrative Judge
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