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JOHN H. DANKS, 
Appellant

v.

ACTING SUPERINTENDENT,
    FORT BERTHOLD AGENCY,
    BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Appellee

:   Order Docketing, Dismissing, and 
:        Referring Appeal to the Great 
:        Plains Regional Director 
:
:
:   Docket No. IBIA 02-152-A
:   
:
:   August 27, 2002

On August 23, 2002, the Board of Indian Appeals received a notice of appeal from John
H. Danks, who seeks review of a July 19, 2002, decision of the Acting Superintendent, Fort
Berthold Agency, Bureau of Indian Affairs (Superintendent; BIA), assessing a fine for cutting 
hay on Fort Berthold Allotment 301-0594A.

The Superintendent’s decision incorrectly informed Appellant that he could appeal the
decision to the Board.  The Superintendent’s decision is subject to appeal to the Great Plains
Regional Director, BIA, and therefore must first be appealed to that official before it may be
appealed to the Board.  25 C.F.R. §§ 2.4(a), (e); 43 C.F.R. § 4.331(a).  

Because the Superintendent provided incorrect appeal instructions, the Board refers 
this notice of appeal to the Regional Director, who shall consider it to have been timely filed. 
25 C.F.R. §§ 2.7(b), (c); 2.13(c).
  

Pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the Secretary of 
the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, this appeal is docketed, dismissed without prejudice as premature,
and referred to the Great Plains Regional Director.  

                    //original signed                                         //original signed                     
Anita Vogt Kathryn A. Lynn
Administrative Judge Chief Administrative Judge

  United States Department of the Interior
                                          OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS 
                                       INTERIOR BOARD OF INDIAN APPEALS 
                                                  801 NORTH QUINCY STREET
                                                                  SUITE 300
                                                       ARLINGTON, VA 22203


