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On January 16, 2002, the Board of Indian Appeals received a notice of appeal from
Alonzo S. Gallegos, Dolores G. Baca, Victor M. Gallegos, George G. Gallegos, Patrick A.
Gallegos, Gloria G. Gormley, Lucia M. Gallegos, and Maria 1. Gallegos. Appellants seek review
of a December 12, 2001, decision of the Superintendent, Southern Pueblos Agency, Bureau of
Indian Affairs, cancelling a grazing lease under which Appellants are lessees and the Pueblo of
Cochiti is lessor.

The Superintendent’s December 12, 2001, decision is subject to appeal to the Southwest
Regional Director, BIA, and therefore must first be appealed to that official before it may be
appealed to the Board. 25 C.F.R. 8 2.4(a), (e); 43 C.F.R. § 4.331(a).

The Superintendent included partial appeal instructions in her decision but failed to
inform Appellants where to file their notice of appeal. In view of this lapse, the Regional
Director shall consider Appellants’ appeal whether or not it is timely when it reaches him.
25 C.F.R. 88 2.7(b), (c); 2.13(c).

Pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the Secretary of
the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, this appeal is docketed, dismissed without prejudice as premature,
and referred to the Southwest Regional Director.
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