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:
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Appellant William C. Tuttle sought review of the alleged failure of the Western Regional
Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs (Regional Director; BIA), to respond to an appeal which he
filed under 25 C.F.R. § 2.8.  That regulation provides procedures for forcing action by a BIA
official.  The Board of Indian Appeals (Board) requested information from the Regional Director
concerning the status of his review of the matter.  In his response, which the Board received on
August 6, 2001, the Regional Director states that he is attempting to provide a mechanism
through which Appellant and the Colorado River Indian Tribes might be able to resolve this
long-standing dispute.

Under these circumstances, the Board believes that the best course of action is to dismiss
this appeal without prejudice and allow the Regional Director the opportunity to work with the
parties in an attempt to resolve this dispute.

Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the
Secretary of the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, this appeal is dismissed in favor of further action by the
Western Regional Director.  If the Regional Director ultimately issues a decision in this matter,
that decision may be appealed to the Board.
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