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:
:
:
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:
:
:     March 22, 2000

Appellant Gary L. Henderson sought review of a July 12, 1999, decision issued by the
Portland Area Director (now Northwest Regional Director), Bureau of Indian Affairs (Area
Director), cancelling Nez Perce Lease No. 1-09283-96-00, covering Allotment 62.  By order
dated August 23, 1999, the Board of Indian Appeals (Board) placed the Area Director’s decision
into immediate effect under 43 C.F.R. § 4.314(a) and 25 C.F.R. § 2.6(a) in order to protect trust
resources and/or because of other public exigency.  Although he was advised of his right to
proceed to Federal court, Appellant has not notified the Board that he has done so.

On March 13, 2000, the Area Director requested expedited consideration of this appeal. 
In support of his request, he stated that crops needed to be planted soon in order for the lands t
o be productive this year.  Expedited consideration is granted.

Appellant did not file a brief.  In his notice of appeal and statement of reasons, he repeats
arguments which he made to the Area Director and which the Area Director fully addressed in
his July 12, 1999, decision.  Appellant’s filings with the Board show that he disagrees with the
Area Director’s decision, but fails to show any way in which that decision was erroneous.   As
Appellant was advised by the Board, he bore the burden of proving the error in the decision 
being appealed.  Appellant has failed to carry his burden of proof.

Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the
Secretary of the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, the Portland Area Director’s July 12, 1999, decision 
is affirmed.
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