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Appellant Rhoades Oil Co., Tulsa, sought review of a July 29, 1999, decision issued by the
Muskogee Area Director (now Eastern Oklahoma Regional Director), Bureau of Indian Affairs
(Area Director), concerning Oil and Gas Lease No. 602-2948 (66472), Lizzie Foster, now Goat,
Creek 8861. For the reason discussed below, the Board of Indian Appeals (Board) vacates that
decision and remands this matter to the Area Director for further consideration.

The Board never received the administrative record in this matter. However, Appellant
filed a statement, which the Board received on November 1, 1999, and which included additional
information that was not before the Area Director when he issued his decision. By order dated
November 2, 1999, the Board required the Area Director either to inform it that he intended
to reconsider his decision based on the additional information, or to provide it with the
administrative record accompanied by a statement that he was not reconsidering his initial
decision. The Area Director’s response was due on or before November 26, 1999. The Board
did not receive anything from the Area Director.

By order dated January 27, 2000, the Board gave the Area Director until February 11,
2000, to provide the administrative record or to request that the decision be vacated and the
matter remanded for further consideration. The Board stated that if the Area Director did not
respond to the order, the decision would be vacated and the matter remanded. Again, the Area
Director did not respond.

Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the
Secretary of the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, the Muskogee Area Director’s July 29, 1999, decision
is vacated and this matter is remanded to him for further consideration.
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