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Appellant Calumet Oil Co. sought review of a November 29, 1994, decision of the Acting
Muskogee Area Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs (Area Director), concerning a determination
that Oil and Gas Lease No. 601-14605 (58009), Caesar Bear, Creek 8732, had expired by its own
terms for failure to produce in paying quantities. By letter dated February 2, 1996, Appellant
stated that, although it had not drilled the well at issue and had no legal ownership in the well, it
would plug and abandon the well. However, Appellant sought an order or statement from the
government requiring it to plug the well, and requested that such order or statement contain an
indemnification clause protecting it in the event that the actual owners of the well sought
damages from Appellant for its action in plugging the well.

This case has been informally stayed since that time, pending verification from the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) that the well had been properly plugged and abandoned.

On June 1, 1998, the Board received a Status Report from the Area Director, who
reported that the Tulsa District Office, BLM, had determined that all plugging and surface
restoration operations have been completed to BLM's satisfaction.

Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the
Secretary of the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, this appeal from the Acting Muskogee Area Director's
November 29, 1994, decision is dismissed.
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Chief Administrative Judge

Anita Vogt
Administrative Judge

32 IBIA 190



