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This is an appeal from an August 27, 1991, decision of the Acting Phoenix Area Director,
Bureau of Indian Affairs, disapproving proposed special counsel and claims attorney contracts
between the White Mountain Apache Tribe and William H. Veeder.

The Board has previously reviewed an Area Director's decision disapproving an attorney
contract between these same parties. White Mountain Apache Tribe v. Phoenix Area Director,
16 IBIA 51 (1988). However, subsequent to that decision, the Board has had occasion to
consider its own jurisdiction over appeals of this nature. In Welch v. Minneapolis Area Director,
17 IBIA 56 (1989), the Board held that it lacked jurisdiction over appeals from Area Directors'
decisions approving, disapproving, or conditionally approving tribal attorney contracts because the
Area Directors' decisions in those cases are final for the Department of the Interior. The Board
reached this conclusion after a thorough analysis of the regulations governing approval of tribal
attorney contracts, in particular 25 CFR 88.1(c), and the history of those regulations. In light of
Welch, the Board's decision in White Mountain Apache Tribe, 16 IBIA 52, has been superseded
insofar as it was premised upon an assumption that the Board has jurisdiction over appeals from
Area Directors’ decisions approving, disapproving, or conditionally approving tribal attorney
contracts.

Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the
Secretary of the Interior, 43 CFR 4.1, this appeal is dismissed for lack of jurisdiction.
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