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On October 26, 1989, the Board of Indian Appeals (Board) received a copy of a notice of
appeal which appellant Indian Credit Corporation filed with the Billings Area Director, Bureau 
of Indian Affairs (BIA; appellee).  The notice of appeal was forwarded to the Board by appellee. 
Appellant sought review of an August 7, 1989, decision issued by appellee concerning a demand
for payment of delinquent indebtedness to the United States.

On November 17, 1989, the Board received a letter from appellant stating its belief 
that its appeal had prematurely been forwarded to the Board in that appellee's decision was not 
a final decision because appellee did not have administrative authority to write down the loan 
and to compromise the interest as appellant had requested.  Appellant contended that the appeal
should have been submitted to the Washington, D.C., BIA office for decision.  Based on these
arguments, appellant requested that the Board stay proceedings before it pending a
determination of those issues by the Washington, D.C., office.

By order dated November 20, 1989, the Board took appellant's request for stay under
advisement.

On December 11, 1989, the Board received a letter from the Deputy to the Assistant
Secretary - Indian Affairs (Trust and Economic Development), indicating that after a review of
the facts of this case, he had determined that the authority to grant appellant's requested relief
had not been delegated to BIA Area Directors under Part 230 of the Departmental Manual of 
the Department of the Interior.  Accordingly, he requested that the appeal be dismissed without
prejudice so that he might attempt to negotiate a settlement with appellant.
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Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the
Secretary of the Interior, 43 CFR 4.1, this appeal from the Billings Area Director's August 7,
1989, decision is dismissed without prejudice.

                    //original signed                     
Kathryn A. Lynn
Chief Administrative Judge

                    //original signed                     
Anita Vogt
Administrative Judge
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